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'F»B,L Agent Tied to Bribery Case 
Pleads Guuiy to Obstruction Count 

Resigns His Position and Admits Lying to Grand Jury; 
Government Agrees to Dismiss All Other Charges 

HyMAXH.SEIGEL 


The first agent of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation to be indicted for a crime 
while on active duty pleaded guUty yes- 
terday to a charge of obstructing justice. 
The charge was related to a bribe the 
agent allegedly received from a Manhat- 
tan bookmaker. 

Joseph Stabile, 50 years old, entered his 
plea to one count of a six-count indict- 
ment in Federal District Court in Brook- 
lyii. 

• The count charged that he had tried to 
impede a Federal grand juiy investiga- 
tion in the Eastern District by submitting 
false documents. The documents purport- 
edly showed that transactions in 1971 and 
1972 with a person given the luime Frank 
Roe involved loans, said to total $7,000, 
that allegedly were made to the agent. 

Resignation Submitted 
Moments before entering his plea be- 
foro Judge Thomas C. Platt. Mr. Stabile 
resigned from the F.B.i., effective Im- 
rricdiately. He had been on active duty 
since the first of two indictments against 
him were handed up Sept. 15, but a 
spokesman for the bureau said Mr. Stab- 
lile had been reassigned from investige- 
lions to administrative work in the 
F.B.I. *s Brooklyn-Queens office. 

On Monday. Mr. Stabile had pleaded 
not guilty to the obstruction of justice 
charges, just as he had earlier pleaded 
not guilty to a charge that he had lied to a 
grand jury in denying that he had re- 
ceived a. $10,000 payment from John 
Capuco, a bookmaker and reputed organ- 
ized crime figure. 

Edward R. Korman, the United States 
Attorney for the Eastern District, who sat 
among a handful of spectator as Mr. Sta- 
bile entered his plea, noted afiehvard 
that instances of corruption and obstruc- 
tion of justice such as those charged in 
the indictments were rare. But the 
agent’s guilty plea, he said, ’’shows the 
determination of the Department of Jus- 
tice to root out misconduct wherever it 
may be found in Federal law enforce- 
ment.” 

fa pleading guilty, Mr. Stabile admit- 


ted that he had lied when he said that a 
check for $1,700 that he received from Mr, 
Roe in 1971, and another for $5,300 that he 
received the following year, were loans. 

lie admitted that he had given the same 
amounts in cash to Mr. Roe. 

The aim, according^to Thomas P. Puc- 
cio, heed of the Organized Crime Strike 
Force, who led the investigation, was to 
explain money for which Mr. Stabile 
could not account. 

The activities of the former agent came 
to the attention of the strike force during 
the course of an investigation of John 
Caputo, a reputed member of the Vito 
Genovese organized crime “family,” 
who was allegedly involved in gambling. 

Mr. Stabile was charged with perjury 
when he denied receiving any illegal 
money and when he denied telling a fel- 
low agent, George Moresco, that ne had 
shared with a^New York City policeman, 
Eugene Statile, a $15,000 payment from 
Mr. Caputo. The policeman was later dis- 
missed for alleged involvement in other 
criminal activities. 

Gambling Indictment Involved 
According to that indictment. Mr. Sta- 
bile reportedly said he and the policeman 
had got Uie payment from Mr. Caputo by 
promising to get dismissal of a gambling 
indictment that was going td be dis- 
missed in any event. 

A third agent, Anthony Villano, now liv- 
ing in retirement on Long Island, also had 
made allegations of wrongdoing against 
Mr. Stabile. The allegations, debated in 
the bureau’s New York office for years 
^me to be known as ’’The Sicilian Feud” 
te(^use the three men involved were all 
Italian-Americans. 

At the time of sentencing, in six to eight 
weeks, all other charges pending against 
Mr. Siablile will be dismissed, Mr. I^ic- 
cio said. Mr. Stabile, who faces a maxi- 
mum penalty of five years in prison and a 
$5,000 fine, was released yesterday on his 
own recognizance pending his appear- 
ance for sentencing. 




